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 It may be said of the faith 
of South Louisiana, that God, 
working through His people, 
“cleared the ground for [His 
Word], and it took root and 
filled the land” (Psalm 80:9)  

Roots of Faith: A History of 
the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge tells the story of the 
Church in South Louisi-
ana. It begins with the 
settlement of the area by 
explorers in the 17th cen-
tury and follows the pro-
gress of the people, the 
parishes, and the faith 
from early statehood 
through the 21st century. 
From the first Mass in Ba-
ton Rouge on the banks of 
the Mississippi to the rise 
of the oil industry, this 
book explores the ways   
Catholicism has shaped 
the area that became the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge.    

 

What Does the Book Include?   
• Textual history of colonial times, the 

development of towns, the spread of 
the Catholic faith along the water-
ways, and the formation of the     
Diocese 

• A full-page history of each parish in 
the Diocese with pictures that show-
case the art and architecture 

• Both new and historic photographs 
which bring the development of the 
Diocese to life 

ORDERING  
INSTRUCTIONS 

Volumes available at $32.00 per 
copy, plus sales tax and mailing 
costs.   
Sales Tax per volume:  
• $2.88 for East Baton Rouge 

parish residents 
• $1.28 for residents in other   

Louisiana parishes 
• Libraries and out-of-state 

mailings pay no sales tax 
Postage: $4.00 for the first book 
and $2.00 for each   additional 
book. Prepayment by check or 
money order is required. We 
are unable to handle credit 
card purchases or process pur-
chase orders from libraries. 
For out-of-the-country orders, 
please call for postage costs. 
Pickup Purchases can be made 
at the Catholic Life Center, 1800 
South Acadian Thruway, Baton 
Rouge, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Payment can be 
made by cash or check.  Please 
note that pickup purchases must 
pay the state and parish tax. 
Mail Orders should be sent to:  
Diocese of Baton Rouge 
Department of the Archives 
P.O. Box 2028 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-2028 

Roots of Faith:  
A History of the  

Diocese of Baton Rouge 

To order, use the form on the 
back of this section. 

Praying the Angelus outside of Our 
Lady of Peace, Vacherie, undated 
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